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Mamluk Egyptian Copper Coinage Before 759 1357
1358 A
Each volume deals with a wide variety of scholarly subjects, all revolving around the
central theme of Syro-Egypt's high and late medieval history. Topics dealt with include
archaeology, architecture, codicology, economic, political, and religious history, as well
as belles-lettres.
A dynamic account of the practice of Islamic law, this book focuses on the actions of a
particular legal official, the muhtasib, whose vast jurisdiction included all public
behavior. In the cities of Cairo and neighboring Fustat during the Mamluk period
(1250-1517), the men who held the position of muhtasib acted as regulators of markets
and public spaces generally. They traversed their jurisdictions carrying out the duty to
command right and forbid wrong, and were as much a part of the legal landscape as
the better-known figures of judge and mufti. Taking directions from the rulers, the sultan
foremost among them, they were also guided by legal doctrine as formulated by the
jurists, combining these two sources of law in one face of authority. The daily workings
of the law are illuminated by the reports of the muhtasib in the vivid Mamluk-era
chronicles, which often also captured the responses of the individuals who encountered
the official. The book is organized around actions taken by the muhtasib in the areas of
Muslim devotional and pious practices; crimes and offenses; the management of
Christians and Jews; market regulation and consumer protection; the specific markets
for essential bread; currency and taxes; and public order. The case studies presented
show that while legal doctrine was clearly relevant to the muhtasib's actions, the policy
demands of the sultan were also quite significant, and rules from both sources of
authority intersected with social, political, economic, and personal factors to create full
and vibrant scenarios that reveal the practice of Islamic law.
"I cannot think of a finer piece of work that I have read in comparative history....I
suspect this work will quickly become a classic in its field and can serve as a model for
the comparative study of the effects of the Black Death in other regions of the world."
—Uli Schamiloglu, Chair, Central Asian Studies Program, University of Wisconsin,
Madison "This book is unique. It has no parallel in the field of pre-modern Middle
Eastern history. More broadly, it represents the perceptive result of a study conceived
on a scale that enables a set of persuasive comparisons between two major states of
the medieval Islamic and Christian worlds. Nothing like this has been attempted so far.
No scholar has made such creative use of available primary sources from Egypt." —Carl
F. Petry, Professor of History, Northwestern University Throughout the fourteenth
century AD/eighth century H, waves of plague swept out of Central Asia and decimated
populations from China to Iceland. So devastating was the Black Death across the Old
World that some historians have compared its effects to those of a nuclear holocaust.
As countries began to recover from the plague during the following century, sharp
contrasts arose between the East, where societies slumped into long-term economic
and social decline, and the West, where technological and social innovation set the
stage for Europe's dominance into the twentieth century. Why were there such opposite
outcomes from the same catastrophic event? In contrast to previous studies that have
looked to differences between Islam and Christianity for the solution to the puzzle, this
pioneering work proposes that a country's system of landholding primarily determined
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how successfully it recovered from the calamity of the Black Death. Stuart Borsch
compares the specific cases of Egypt and England, countries whose economies were
based in agriculture and whose pre-plague levels of total and agrarian gross domestic
product were roughly equivalent. Undertaking a thorough analysis of medieval
economic data, he cogently explains why Egypt's centralized and urban landholding
system was unable to adapt to massive depopulation, while England's localized and
rural landholding system had fully recovered by the year 1500.
The debasement of coinage, particularly of silver, was a common feature of pre-modern
monetary systems. Most coinages were issued by state authorities and the condition of
a coinage is often seen (rightly or wrongly) as an indicator of the broader fiscal health of
the state that produced it. While in some cases the motives behind the debasements or
reductions in standards are clear, in many cases the intentions of the issuing authorities
are uncertain. Various explanations have been advanced: fiscal motives (such as a
desire to profit or a to cover a deficit caused by the failure to balance expenditure and
revenues); monetary motives (such as changing demand for coined money or a desire
to maintain monetary stability in the face of changing values of raw materials or labour
costs); pressure from groups within society that would profit from debasement;
misconduct at the mint; or the decline of existing monetary standards due to circulation
and wear of the coinage in circulation. Certain explanations have tended to gain favour
with monetary historians of specific periods, partly reflecting the compartmentalization
of scholarship. Thus the study of Roman debasements emphasizes fiscal deficits,
whereas medievalists are often more prepared to consider monetary factors as
contributing to debasements. To some extent these different approaches are a
reflection of discrepancies in the amount of documentary evidence available for the
respective periods, but the divide also underlines fundamentally different approaches to
the function of coinage: Romanists have preferred to see coins as a medium for state
payments; whereas medievalists have often emphasized exchange as an important
function of currency. The volume is inter-disciplinary in scope. Apart from bringing
together monetary historians of different periods, it also contains contributions from
archaeometallurgists who have experience with the chemical and physical composition
of coins and technical aspects of production of base alloys
Capturing the essence of life in great civilizations of the past, each volume in the
The six volumes of A History of the Crusades will stand as the definitive history of the
Crusades, spanning five centuries, encompassing Jewish, Moslem, and Christian
perspectives, and containing a wealth of information and analysis of the history, politics,
economics, and culture of the medieval world.
Islamic History through Coins has become the standard reference for Islamic coinage
struck by the Ikhshidid rulers of Egypt and Palestine (935-69). The second edition not
only corrects minor errors in the first edition but adds data on more than three hundred
new specimens, including a half-dozen coin types not identified in the first edition. The
new specimens include two examples struck with the mint name Mecca and a gold
issue associated with the famous eunuch Kafur, two years before he became sole ruler
of Egypt. As noted in a number of very positive reviews, the value of this book is that it
serves two distinct audiences successfully. While the first part of the book is considered
the best introduction to the study of Islamic coinage available in English and serves the
needs of students, faculty, collectors and dealers who are seeking a place to start their
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possible study of Islamic numismatics, the second half is a catalogue of more than
1,500 specimens, enabling curators, collectors, and dealers to identify coins and their
relative rarity. The early chapters, which are heavily illustrated, demonstrate how
numismatic evidence can be used to enhance our understanding of this period of
Islamic rule. For example, the coinage reveals the hierarchy of parts of the names used
by the Ikhshidid rulers, which cannot be found in narrative texts, and the retention of a
pre-Islamic artistic memory of their Central Asian origins unknown until this study of
their coinage.
This volume contains seventeen essays on the Mamluk Sultanate written by leading historians
of this period, and discusses social and cultural issues, women in Mamluk society, literary and
poetic genres, the politics of material culture, and regional and local politics.
There are many books that discuss the coins from specific periods of Egyptian history, but
there are none that consider the coins from the whole of that history. This work aims to provide
such an account, covering the currency from ancient times through the Ptolemaic, Roman,
Byzantine, Arabic, and Ottoman periods to modern times. An important feature of the work is
the illustration of a selection of about 150 coins and banknotes that represent the major types
throughout that history. Adjunct to this selection of these illustrations is a “key” that provides
further numismatic detail about each of the coins in it. A difficulty with Egyptian coinage is that
it includes inscriptions in many languages. Some notes in the key to the coins and in the
appendices are provided to give a little help in this. In addition to providing a chronological
account of the currency, the coins and notes are related to aspects of the daily lives of the
people of each period and also to some aspects of the development of the state, particularly its
architecture.
The Routledge Handbook of Maritime Trade around Europe 1300-1600 explores the links
between maritime trading networks around Europe, from the Mediterranean and the Atlantic to
the North and Baltic Seas. Maritime trade routes connected diverse geographical and cultural
spheres, contributing to a more integrated Europe in both cultural and material terms. This
volume explores networks’ economic functions alongside their intercultural exchanges,
contacts and practical arrangements in ports on the European coasts. The collection takes as
its central question how shippers and merchants were able to connect regional and
interregional trade circuits around and beyond Europe in the late medieval period. It is divided
into four parts, with chapters in Part I looking across broad themes such as ships and sailing
routes, maritime law, financial linkages and linguistic exchanges. In the following parts divided into the Mediterranean, the Baltic Sea, and the Atlantic and North Seas - contributors
present case studies addressing themes including conflict resolution, relations between
different types of main ports and their hinterland, the local institutional arrangements
supporting maritime trade, and the advantages and challenges of locations around the
continent. The volume concludes with a summary that points to the extraterritorial character of
trading systems during this fascinating period of expansion. Drawing together an international
team of contributors, The Routledge Handbook of Maritime Trade around Europe is a vital
contribution to the study of maritime history and the history of trade. It is essential reading for
students and scholars in these fields.
What can one discover through the study of medieval Islamic coins? It appears that the regular
gold dinars and silver dirhams issued by the Ikhshidid rulers of Egypt and Palestine (935-69)
followed a series of understood but unwritten rules. As the first part of this book reveals, these
norms involved whose names could appear on the regular currency, where the names could
be placed (based upon a strict hierarchical order), and even which parts of a Muslim name
could be included. The founder of the dynasty, Muhammad ibn Tughj, could use the honorific
al-Ikhshid; his eldest son and successor could use his teknonym Abu al-Qasim; his brother, the
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third ruler, could use only his name Ali; and the eunuch Kafur, effective ruler of Egypt for over
twenty years, could never inscribe his name on the regular coinage. At the same time, each
one of these rulers was named in the Friday sermon and most had their teknonym inscribed on
textiles. Presentation coins, the equivalent of modern commemorative pieces, could break all
these rules, and a wide variety of titles appeared, as well as a series of coins with human
representation. The second half of the book is a catalogue of over 1,200 specimens, enabling
curators, collectors, and dealers to identify coins in their own collections and their relative
rarity. Throughout the book numismatic pieces are illustrated, along with commentary on their
inscriptions, layout, and metallic content.
The book is based on Arabic sources, documents in archives of centers of Levantine trade,
and material from the files of the firm of Francesco Datini. From the fall of Acre to the journey
of Vasco de Gama, the author provides an invaluable description of late medieval
Mediterranean trade. Originally published in 1984. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.
Corroded pieces of metal, stamped lumps of copper, broken bits of glass with partial
inscriptions, fragments of textiles, tiny beads-these were the raw material found at al-Fustat,
the site of the first Muslim settlement in Egypt in the seventh century and the heart of Cairo for
many centuries following. From the 1950s Dr. Henri Amin Awad accepted from the poor in this
area objects that had no obvious market value in return for medical services rendered. Over
the years he built up an extraordinary and important collection of artifacts. Carefully cleaned,
sorted, and then analyzed by specialists, this material illuminates many areas of the
archaeological record neglected or missing from other studies. The ten studies in this volumecovering beads, bone, coins, glass weights and vessel stamps, medical instruments, medical
prescriptions, metal objects, and textiles-demonstrate the wide range of archaeological
material once found in al-Fustat, a site no longer accessible since most of it has been buried
under urban development or lost to a rising water table. Contributors: Ibrahim Abd al-Rahman,
Abd al-Rahman Abd al-Tawwab, Henri Amin Awad, Jere L. Bacharach, Michael L. Bates, Lidia
Domaszewicz, Katharina Eldada, Peter Francis, Jr., Sami K. Hamarneh, Nancy Arthur
Hoskins, Peter Mentzel, Norman D. Nicol, Elizabeth Rodenbeck, W. Luke Treadwell
This highly original book presents an alternative vision of globalization and explores the
epistemology, derived from the Qur'an and the Prophetic guidance Sunnah, that underpins the
systemic unity at the heart of the Islamic concept of world-system. Choudhury's investigation
reveals the ethical foundations that influence the development of law, markets and social
contract in Islamic societies. He then applies his methodology to issues and problems such as
property rights, money, political economy, technology diffusion, microenterprise development
and asset evaluation.

This volume is a collection of research essays submitted by fellows of the Annemarie
Schimmel Kolleg, an Advanced Center of Research in Mamluk Studies. It covers three
themes, which correspond to the research agenda of the final three academic years of
the Annemarie Schimmel Kolleg. These were: environmental history, material culture
studies, and im/mobility. The aim of the contributions is to overcome the disciplinary
boundaries of the field and to engage in scholarly debates in Ottoman Studies,
European history, archae-ology and art history, and even the natural sciences.
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
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company.
This book transforms archaeological knowledge of Nazareth by publishing over 80
years of archaeological work at the Sisters of Nazareth convent, including a detailed reinvestigation in the early twenty-first century under the author's direction. Although one
of the world's most famous places and of key importance to understanding early
Christianity, Nazareth has attracted little archaeological attention. Following a chance
discovery in the 1880s, the site was initially explored by the nuns of the convent
themselves – one of the earliest examples of a major programme of excavations
initiated and directed by women – and then for decades by Henri Senès, whose
excavations (like those of the nuns) have remained almost entirely unpublished. Their
work revealed a complex sequence, elucidated and dated by twenty-first century study,
beginning with a partly rock-cut Early Roman-period domestic building, followed by
Roman-period quarrying and burial, a well-preserved cave-church, and major surfacelevel Byzantine and Crusader churches. The interpretation and broader implications of
each phase of activity are discussed in the context of recent studies of Roman-period,
Byzantine, and later archaeology and contemporary archaeological theory, and their
relationship to written accounts of Nazareth is also assessed. The Sisters of Nazareth
Convent provides a crucial archaeological study for those wishing to understand the
archaeology of Nazareth and its place in early Christianity and beyond.
Introduction / Judith Pfeiffer & Sholeh A. Quinn -- |t The Mongol world empire. -- |t
World-conquest and local accomodation: threat and blandishment in Mongol diplomacy
/ |r Peter Jackson -- |t "Stuck in the throat of Ching?z Kh?n:" envisioning the Mongol
conquests in some Sufi accounts from the 14th to 17th centuries / |r Devin de Weese -|t The Qongrat in history / |r ?senbike Togan -- |t References to economic and cultural
life in Anatolia in the letters of Rash?d al-D?n / |r Zeki Velidi Togan, trans. Gery Leiser -|t Autonomous enclaves in Islamic states: temlîks, soyurghals, yurdlu?-oca?l??s,
mâlikâne-mu?â?a?as and awq?f / |r Halil ?nalc?k -- |t The early Persian historiography
of Anatolia / |r Charles Melville -- |t A?mad Tegüder's second letter to Qal???n
(682/1283) / |r Judith Pfeiffer -- |t The age of Timur. -- |t A note on the life and works of
Ibn ?Arabsh?h / |r R.D. McChesney -- |t On the Persian original V?lidiyya of Khv?ja
A?r?r / |r Eiji Mano.
The American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences (AJISS), established in 1984, is a
quarterly, double blind peer-reviewed and interdisciplinary journal, published by the
International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT), and distributed worldwide. The journal
showcases a wide variety of scholarly research on all facets of Islam and the Muslim
world including subjects such as anthropology, history, philosophy and metaphysics,
politics, psychology, religious law, and traditional Islam.
This volume is a collection of studies by leading historians on central aspects of the
Mamluk Empire of Egypt and Syria (1250-1517), and of Ottoman Egypt (16th-18th
century) where the Mamluks survived under the Ottoman suzerainty.
First Published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
Maqrizi (d. 1442 AD) blames the monetary policy of the ruling Circassian Mamlucks for
the contemporary impoverishment of Egypt. He sets out a proposal for reform, and
buttresses it with examinations of the causes of the problems, the population, and
prices. His ideas were not adopted at the time but became an important reference
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throughout the Middle Ages. Translated from the 1940 Cairo edition. Annotation
copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
This comprehensive work of cultural history gives us something we have never had: a
view of the Crusades as seen through Muslim eyes. With breathtaking command of
medieval Muslim sources as well as the vast literature on medieval European and
Muslim culture, Carole Hillenbrand has produced a book that shows not only how the
Crusades were perceived by the Muslims, but how the Crusades affected the Muslim
world - militarily, culturally, and psychologically. As the author demonstrates, that
influence continues now, centuries after the events. In The Crusades the reader
discovers how the Muslims reacted to the Franks, and how Muslim populations were
displaced, the ensuing period of jihad, the careers of Nur al-Din and Saladin, and the
interpenetration of Muslim and Christian cultures. Stereotypes of the Franks in Muslim
documents offer a fascinating counter to Western views of the infidel of legend. For
readers interested in the Middle Ages, military history, the history of religion, and
postcolonial studies, The Crusades opens a window onto a conflict we have only
viewed from one side. The Crusades is richly illustrated, with eighteen color plates and
over five hundred line drawings and black and white photographs.
An important book on the monetary history of the Ottoman empire by a leading
economic historian.
The Cambridge History of Egypt offers the first comprehensive English-language
treatment of Egyptian history through thirteen centuries, from the Arab conquest to the
present day. The two-volume survey considers the political, socio-economic and
cultural history of the world's oldest state, summarizing the debates and providing
insight into current controversies. As today's Egypt reclaims a leading role in the
Islamic, Arab and Afro-Asian worlds, the project stands as testimony to its complex and
vibrant past. Volume 1 addresses the period from the Arab invasion in 640 to the
Ottoman conquest in 1517. It opens with a discussion of the preceding centuries to
illustrate the legacy of ancient Egypt, and then progresses chronologically according to
the major dynastic episodes. Authors have been encouraged to address their topics in
the light of new research. The combination of political history and contemporary theory
will ensure its value as a reference and research tool.
This volume is dedicated to the circulation of the book as a commodity in the Mamluk
sultanate. It discusses the impact of princely patronage on the production of books, the
formation and management of libraries in religious institutions, their size and their
physical setting.
The transformation of the eastern provinces of the Roman empire from the middle of
the seventh century CE under the impact of Islam has attracted a good deal of scholarly
attention in recent years, and as more archaeological material becomes available, has
been subject to revision and rethinking in ways that radically affect what we know or
understand about the area, about state-building and the economy and society of the
early Islamic world, and about issues such as urbanisation, town-country relations, the
ways in which a different religious culture impacted on the built environment, and about
politics. This volume represents the fruits of a workshop held at Princeton University in
May 2007 to discuss the ways in which recent work has affected our understanding of
the nature of economic and exchange activity in particular, and the broader implications
of these advances for the history of the region.
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The definitive account of the life and thought of the medieval Arab genius who wrote the
Muqaddima Ibn Khaldun (1332–1406) is generally regarded as the greatest intellectual
ever to have appeared in the Arab world—a genius who ranks as one of the world's
great minds. Yet the author of the Muqaddima, the most important study of history ever
produced in the Islamic world, is not as well known as he should be, and his ideas are
widely misunderstood. In this groundbreaking intellectual biography, Robert Irwin
provides an engaging and authoritative account of Ibn Khaldun's extraordinary life,
times, writings, and ideas.
Arabic and Persian sources state that soldiers were eager to hold better "iqt " in Iraq,
Syria and Egypt. This thorough study on the "iqt " system enables us to comprehend
the evolution of state and rural society in medieval Islam.
Based on a fresh look at the contemporary Mamluk sources, this study challenges the
conventional periodization of Mamluk history by dating the onset of the decline of the
Mamluk state to the third reign of al-N sir Muh ammad. It furthermore reveals the
Mamluk system as dynamic in nature, susceptible to change throughout its history.
La dinamica dei prezzi è uno degli argomenti classici della storia economica.
L'attenzione per questo tema fu particolarmente viva a partire dagli anni trenta del
novecento, in tutti i paesi europei. I materiali raccolti e pubblicati a quell'epoca
continuano a costituire una base documentaria importante per ogni ricerca
sull'andamento economico delle economie pre-industriali. L'interesse per i prezzi si
ridusse dagli anni settanta agli anni novanta. È ripreso, tuttavia, negli ultimi quindiciventi anni come conseguenza della rinnovata attenzione per il tema della crescita e per
i cambiamenti di lungo periodo nelle economie del passato. Il confronto fra i livelli di
sviluppo di economie diverse, come quella europea e quella asiatica, insieme con l'uso
di strumenti statistici più avanzati nel campo della storia economica, ha rafforzato
l'interesse per i prezzi. I contributi presenti in questo volume si articolano intorno a due
macro-temi: La formazione dei prezzi nelle economie e società pre-industriali durante i
secoli dal XII all'inizio del XIX e il movimento dei prezzi nel lungo periodo, nonché il
rapporto esistente con quello di altre variabili economiche e non-economiche, quali la
popolazione, la massa monetaria, il prodotto, la produttività, la velocità di circolazione
della moneta, i cambiamenti nelle istituzioni.
This volume takes a unique and challenging look at how money has operated in Islamic
society and at how Islamic theoretical frameworks have influenced perceptions of
money. The author draws upon historical, data and policy analysis to present a
comparative study of monetary theories, including recent treatment of money by Islamic
economists. Discussion also covers the nature of joint venture, stock markets, banks
and financial intermediaries, price stability and international trade. This work sheds
pioneering light in this area, and will be of interest to academics, graduates and
researchers internationally.
The Mamluk Sultanate represents an extremely interesting case study to examine
social, economic and cultural developments in the transition into the rapidly changing
modern world. On the one hand, it is the heir of a political and military tradition that
goes back hundreds of years, and brought this to a high pitch that enabled astounding
victories over serious external threats. On the other hand, as time went on, it was
increasingly confronted with “modern” problems that would necessitate fundamental
changes in its structure and content. The Mamluk period was one of great religious and
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social change, and in many ways the modern demographic map was established at this
time. This volume shows that the situation of the Mamluk Sultanate was far from that of
decadence, and until the end it was a vibrant society (although not without tensions and
increasing problems) that did its best to adapt and compete in a rapidly changing world.
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