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Homo Britannicus The Incredible Story Of Human
Life In Britain
The Ancient Human Occupation of Britain Project (AHOB) funded by the Leverhulme Trust
began in 2001 and brought together researchers from a range of disciplines with the aim of
investigating the record of human presence in Britain from the earliest occupation until the end
of the last Ice Age, about 12,000 years ago. Study of changes in climate, landscape and biota
over the last million years provides the environmental backdrop to understanding human
presence and absence together with the development of new technologies. This book brings
together the multidisciplinary work of the project. The chapters present the results of new
fieldwork and research on old sites from museum collections using an array of new analytical
techniques. Features an up-to-date treatment of the record of human presence in the British
Isles during the Palaeolithic period (700,000 - 10,000 years before present) Takes
multidisciplinary approach that includes archaeology, geochemistry, geochronology,
stratigraphy and sedimentology Coincides with the culmination of the AHOB project in 2010,
providing a benchmark statement on the record of human occupation in Britain that can be
utilized and tested by future research
Islands represent unique opportunities to examine human interaction with the natural
environment. They capture the human imagination as remote, vulnerable and exotic, yet there
is comparatively little understanding of their basic geology, geography, or the impact of island
colonization by plants, animals and humans. This detailed study of island environments
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focuses on nine island groups, including Hawaii, New Zealand and the British Isles, exploring
their differing geology, geography, climate and soils, as well as the varying effects of human
actions. It illustrates the natural and anthropogenic disturbances common to island groups, all
of which face an uncertain future clouded by extinctions of endemic flora and fauna, growing
populations of invasive species, and burgeoning resident and tourist populations. Examining
the natural and human history of each island group from early settlement onwards, the book
provides a critique of the concept of sustainable growth and offers realistic guidelines for future
island management.
'A very well written book about geology and geological history' Sir David Attenborough, The
Times 'I travelled to Haverfordwest to get to the past. From Paddington Station a Great
Western locomotive took me on a journey westwards from London further and further back into
geological time, from the age of mammals to the age of trilobites...' So begins this enthralling
exploration of time and place in which Richard Fortey peels away the top layer of the land to
reveal the hidden landscape - the rocks which contain the story of distant events, which dictate
not only the personality of the landscape, but the nature of the soil, the plants that grow in it
and the regional characteristics of the buildings. We travel with him as our guide throughout
the British Isles and as the rocks change so we learn to read the clues they contain: that Britain
was once divided into two parts separated by an ocean, that Scottish malt whisky, Harris
tweed, slate roofs and thatched cottages can be traced back to tumultuous events which took
place many millions of years ago. The Hidden Landscape has become a classic in popular
geology since its first publication in 1993. This new edition is fully updated and beautifully
illustrated.
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This book takes a dramatically original approach to the history of humanity, using objects
which previous civilisations have left behind them, often accidentally, as prisms through which
we can explore past worlds and the lives of the men and women who lived in them. The book's
range is enormous. It begins with one of the earliest surviving objects made by human hands,
a chopping tool from the Olduvai gorge in Africa, and ends with an object from the 21st century
which represents the world we live in today. Neil MacGregor's aim is not simply to describe
these remarkable things, but to show us their significance - how a stone pillar tells us about a
great Indian emperor preaching tolerance to his people, how Spanish pieces of eight tell us
about the beginning of a global currency or how an early Victorian tea-set tells us about the
impact of empire. Each chapter immerses the reader in a past civilisation accompanied by an
exceptionally well-informed guide. Seen through this lens, history is a kaleidoscope - shifting,
interconnected, constantly surprising, and shaping our world today in ways that most of us
have never imagined. An intellectual and visual feast, it is one of the most engrossing and
unusual history books published in years.
Robert Tombs's momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a
uniquely inclusive account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world.
One of Zola's most violent works, this novel is on one level a tale of murder and possession,
and on another a compassionate study of individuals derailed by atavistic forces beyond their
control. It evokes life at the end of the Second Empire in France, and a society hurtling towards
the future.
When was the human threshold crossed? What is the evidence for evolving humans and their
emerging humanity? This volume explores in a global overview the archaeology of the Middle
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Pleistocene, 800,000 to 130,000 years ago when evidence for innovative cultural behaviour
appeared. The evidence shows that the threshold was crossed slowly, by a variety of human
ancestors, and was not confined to one part of the Old World. Crossing the Human Threshold
examines the changing evidence during this period for the use of place, landscape and
technology. It focuses on the emergence of persistent places, and associated developments in
tool use, hunting strategies and the control of fire, represented across the Old World by deeply
stratified cave sites. These include the most important sites for the archaeology of human
origins in the Levant, South Africa, Asia and Europe, presented here as evidence for
innovation in landscape-thinking during the Middle Pleistocene. The volume also examines
persistence at open locales through a cutting-edge review of the archaeology of Northern
France and England. Crossing the Human Threshold is for the worldwide community of
students and researchers studying early hominins and human evolution. It presents new
archaeological data. It frames the evidence within current debates to understand the
differences and similarities between ourselves and our ancient ancestors.
A leading researcher on human evolution proposes a new and controversial theory of how our
species came to be In this groundbreaking and engaging work of science, world-renowned
paleoanthropologist Chris Stringer sets out a new theory of humanity's origin, challenging both
the multiregionalists (who hold that modern humans developed from ancient ancestors in
different parts of the world) and his own "out of Africa" theory, which maintains that humans
emerged rapidly in one small part of Africa and then spread to replace all other humans within
and outside the continent. Stringer's new theory, based on archeological and genetic evidence,
holds that distinct humans coexisted and competed across the African continent—exchanging
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genes, tools, and behavioral strategies. Stringer draws on analyses of old and new fossils from
around the world, DNA studies of Neanderthals (using the full genome map) and other species,
and recent archeological digs to unveil his new theory. He shows how the most sensational
recent fossil findings fit with his model, and he questions previous concepts (including his own)
of modernity and how it evolved. Lone Survivors will be the definitive account of who and what
we were, and will change perceptions about our origins and about what it means to be human.
The amazing story of human life in Britain during the last million years, told by two scientists at
the forefront of research into ancient ancestors When did the first humans arrive in Britain?
Where did they come from? And what did they look like? This amazing story of human life in
Britain begins nearly one million years ago, during the earliest known human occupation, and
reveals how early humans lived, survived, and died. The book travels through time to reveal
which human species lived in Britain during multiple waves of occupation. Drawing on a wealth
of dramatic new evidence from excavation sites, it describes who they were, what their habitats
were like, which animals shared their landscape, and what they were capable of doing, from
the controlled use of fire to specialized hunting. It shows how humans have changed, evolved,
and migrated, adapting to dramatically changing climate and landscapes. The authors describe
the discoveries, the key fossil specimens, and the science behind recent remarkable findings.
Written in a lively and engaging style, and fully illustrated with maps, diagrams, and
photographs, this is an incredible journey through ancient Britain and a groundbreaking guide
to our earlier humans. The book is based on the groundbreaking work of the Ancient Human
Occupation of Britain project.
The book draws on the evidence of landscape archaeology, palaeoenvironmental studies,
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ethnohistory and animal tracking to address the neglected topic of how we identify and
interpret past patterns of movement in the landscape. It challenges the pessimism of previous
generations which regarded prehistoric routes such as hollow ways as generally undatable.
The premise is that archaeologists tend to focus on ‘sites’ while neglecting the patterns of
habitual movement that made them part of living landscapes. Evidence of past movement is
considered in a multi-scalar way from the individual footprint to the long distance path including
the traces created in vegetation by animal and human movement. It is argued that routes may
be perpetuated over long timescales creating landscape structures which influence the
activities of subsequent generations. In other instances radical changes of axes of
communication and landscape structures provide evidence of upheaval and social change.
Palaeoenvironmental and ethnohistorical evidence from the American North West coast sets
the scene with evidence for the effects of burning, animal movement, faeces deposition and
transplantation which can create readable routes along which are favoured resources.
Evidence from European hunter-gatherer sites hints at similar practices of niche construction
on a range of spatial scales. On a local scale, footprints help to establish axes of movement,
the locations of lost settlements and activity areas. Wood trackways likewise provide evidence
of favoured patterns of movement and past settlement location. Among early farming
communities alignments of burial mounds, enclosure entrances and other monuments indicate
axes of communication. From the middle Bronze Age in Europe there is more clearly defined
evidence of trackways flanked by ditches and fields. Landscape scale survey and excavation
enables the dating of trackways using spatial relationships with dated features and many
examples indicate long-term continuity of routeways. Where fields flank routeways a range of
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methods, including scientific approaches, provide dates. Prehistorians have often assumed
that Ridgeways provided the main axes of early movement but there is little evidence for their
early origins and rather better evidence for early routes crossing topography and providing
connections between different environmental zones. The book concludes with a case study of
the Weald of South East England which demonstrates that some axes of cross topographic
movement used as droveways, and generally considered as early medieval, can be shown to
be of prehistoric origin. One reason that dryland routes have proved difficult to recognise is that
insufficient attention has been paid to the parts played by riverine and maritime longer distance
communication. It is argued that understanding the origins of the paths we use today
contributes to appreciation of the distinctive qualities of landscapes. Appreciation will help to
bring about effective strategies for conservation of mutual benefit to people and wildlife by
maintaining and enhancing corridors of connectivity between different landscape zones
including fragmented nature reserves and valued places. In these ways an understanding of
past routeways can contribute to sustainable landscapes, communities and quality of life
The United Kingdom has not yet lasted as long as the Kingdom of Wessex, and may not do so.
Conventional histories of Britain, though, tell the story of the origins of the UK as if that was the
natural endpoint of political development on the island. Here, Michael Braddick sets out to do
something else—to ask how people in the past used political power to get things done. Offering
a concise thematic overview, it shows how history can speak directly to current political
debates. Many people feel that national governments are irrelevant to their lives and that the
problems we now face are beyond our control-climate change, disease and global economic
regulation for example. But much of this is not new. The ideas and challenges driving political
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life have always affected larger parts of the globe: British experience has always been part of a
shared and parallel global history, often directly linked by institutions reaching well beyond the
island. On the other hand, throughout the last 6000 years people have acted at smaller scales
too. What we really have in common with previous inhabitants of this island is the ambition to
use political power to get things done, not a shared destiny culminating in government based in
Westminster. This book sets out to learn more broadly from their experience, giving us a much
fuller perspective on where we are now. Just as importantly, it gives us more resources for
thinking about what we might do next.
A closer look at genealogy, incorporating how biological, anthropological, and technical factors
can influence human lives We are at a pivotal moment in understanding our remote ancestry
and its implications for how we live today. The barriers to what we can know about our distant
relatives have been falling as a result of scientific advance, such as decoding the genomes of
humans and Neanderthals, and bringing together different perspectives to answer common
questions. These collaborations have brought new knowledge and suggested fresh concepts
to examine. The results have shaken the old certainties. The results are profound; not just for
the study of the past but for appreciating why we conduct our social lives in ways, and at
scales, that are familiar to all of us. But such basic familiarity raises a dilemma. When
surrounded by the myriad technical and cultural innovations that support our global, urbanized
lifestyles we can lose sight of the small social worlds we actually inhabit and that can be traced
deep into our ancestry. So why do we need art, religion, music, kinship, myths, and all the
other facets of our over-active imaginations if the reality of our effective social worlds is set by
a limit of some one hundred and fifty partners (Dunbar’s number) made of family, friends, and
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useful acquaintances? How could such a social community lead to a city the size of London or
a country as large as China? Do we really carry our hominin past into our human present? It is
these small worlds, and the link they allow to the study of the past that forms the central point
in this book.
A Choice Outstanding Academic Book A Library Journal Best Sci-Tech Book A New York
Times Notable Book Once in a generation a book such as African Exodus emerges to
transform the way we see ourselves. This landmark book, which argues that our genes betray
the secret of a single racial stock shared by all of modern humanity, has set off one of the most
bitter debates in contemporary science. "We emerged out of Africa," the authors cont, "less
than 100,000 years ago and replaced all other human populations." Employing persuasive
fossil and genetic evidence (the proof is in the blood, not just the bones) and an exceptionally
readable style, Stringer and McKie challenge long-held beliefs that suggest we evolved
separately as different races with genetic roots reaching back two million years.
Jonathan Eaton has provided the essential volume for all students of Archaeology, Classical
Civilisations and Ancient History by condensing the entire archaeological history of Britain into
one accessible volume. ??The Archaeological History of Britain takes us from the earliest
prehistoric archaeology right up to the contemporary archaeology of the present day through
the use of key sites to illustrate each key time period as well as a narrative of change to
accompany the changing archaeological record. The wide range of evidence utilised by
archaeologists, such as artefacts, landscape studies, historical sources and genetics are
emphasised throughout this chronological journey as are the latest theoretical advances and
practical discoveries, making this the most advanced narrative of British archaeology available.
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HOMO BRITANNICUS tells the epic history of life in Britain, from mans very first footsteps to
the present day. Drawing on all the latest evidence and techniques of investigation, Chris
Stringer describes times when Britain was so tropical that man lived alongside hippos and
sabre tooth tiger, times so cold we shared this land with reindeer and mammoth, and times
colder still when we were forced to flee altogether. This is the first time we have known the full
extent of this history: the Ancient Human Occupation of Britain project, led by Chris, has made
discoveries that have stunned the world, pushing back the earliest date of arrival to 700,000
years ago. Our ancestors have been fighting a dramatic battle for survival here ever since.
Discusses the formation of fossils, describes how they are used by scientists to reconstruct the
history of the earth, and offers guidance on starting a fossil collection.
Mushikiwabo is a Rwandan working as a translator in Washington when she learns that most
of her family back home has been killed in a conspiracy meticulously planned by the state.
First comes shock, then aftershock, three months of it, during which her worst fears are
confirmed: The same state apparatus has duped millions of Rwandans into butchering nearly a
million of their neighbors. Years earlier, her brother Lando wrote her a letter she never got until
now. Urged on by it, she rummages into their farm childhood, and into family corners
alternately dark, loving, and humorous. She searches for stray mementos of the lost, then for
their roots. What she finds is that and more---hints, roots, of the 1994 crime that killed her
family. Her narrative takes the reader on a journey from the days the world and Rwanda
discovered each other back to colonial period when pseudoscientific ideas about race put the
nation on a highway bound for the 1994 genocide. Seven years of full-time collaboration by two
writers---and the faith of family and friends---went into this emotionally charged work. Rwanda
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Means the Universe is at once a celebration of the lives of the lost and homage to their past,
but it's no comfortable tribute. It's an expression of dogged hope in the face of modern evil.
In this worldwide survey, Clive Gamble explores the evolution of the human imagination,
without which we would not have become a global species. He sets out to determine the
cognitive and social basis for our imaginative capacity and traces the evidence back into deep
human history. He argues that it was the imaginative ability to 'go beyond' and to create
societies where people lived apart yet stayed in touch that made us such effective world
settlers. To make his case Gamble brings together information from a wide range of
disciplines: psychology, cognitive science, archaeology, palaeoanthropology, archaeogenetics,
geography, quaternary science and anthropology. He presents a novel deep history that
combines the archaeological evidence for fossil hominins with the selective forces of
Pleistocene climate change, engages with the archaeogeneticists' models for population
dispersal and displacement, and ends with the Europeans' rediscovery of the deep history
settlement of the Earth.
In writing this account of the rise and decline of the coal industry and its effects on the health of
the miners, of those who worked with coal products and of almost all of us who have breathed
in the pollution from its combustion, Professor Seaton points to the often hidden adverse
consequences of transformative technologies.
Foot-tracks in New Zealand examines the development of walking tracks over two centuries,
from the early 19th century to about 2011. Publisher: Pete McDonald Page size: A4 ISBN:
0473190958, 9780473190958 File format: PDF Number of pages: 1000 About: Trails, Tracks,
New Zealand, History, Recreation, Land access
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Stranger than The X-Files...Darker than your worst nightmares--And all too true... You've just
spotted it. Strange, circular, and whizzing through the night sky. You've never seen anything
like it in your life--you think it might be a UFO. As you turn around to head back to your house,
someone taps you on the shoulder--and the nightmare has just begun... It's a phenomenon as
old as the sighting of UFOs--and perhaps stranger than the sightings themselves: Men in
Black. With eerie consistency, UFO witnesses around the world report their presence after a
sighting or alien abduction. But who are these shadowy figures--men dressed in dark clothing
who seem to know intimate details about witnesses' lives...and who strike unearthly fear in
these people in order to keep them quiet about what they saw? Are they just a figment of
overactive imaginations? Are they government agents? Secret Service men? Aliens? Or part of
a much darker force whose urgent mission remains veiled in mystery... For the first time ever,
renowned UFO expert Jenny Randles blows the lid off this fascinating and even lifethreatening phenomenon. Through extraordinary case histories of real-life encounters,
Randles's The Truth Behind Men in Black sheds stunning new light on these ominous
strangers known as Men in Black: men who will protect extraterrestrial secrets--at any cost...
Alice Roberts has been travelling the world - from Ethiopian desert to Malay peninsula and
from Russian steppes to Amazon basin - in order to understand the challenges that early
humans faced as they tried to settle continents. On her travels she has witnessed some of the
daunting and brutal challenges our ancestors had to face: mountains, deserts, oceans,
changing climates, terrifying giant beasts and volcanoes. But she discovers that perhaps the
most serious threat of all came from other humans. When our ancestors set out from Africa
there were already two other species of human on the planet: Neanderthal in Europe and
Page 12/23

Get Free Homo Britannicus The Incredible Story Of Human Life In Britain
Homo erectus in Asia. Both (contrary to popular perception) were intelligent, adept at making
tools and weapons and were long adapted to their environments. So, Alice asks, why did only
Homo sapiens survive? Part detective story, part travelogue, and drawing on the latest genetic
and archaeological discoveries, Alice examines how our ancestors evolved physically in
response to these challenges, finding out how our colour, shape, size, diet, disease resistance
and even athletic ability have been shaped by the range of environments that our ancestors
had to survive. She also relates how astonishingly closely related we all are. As a lecturer in
Anatomy at Bristol University, Alice Roberts is eminently qualified to write this book. As a
talented artist, she is perfectly qualified to illustrate it, and dotted throughout this lively book are
many of the sketches and photographs from her travels.
From his childhood fascination with the gigantic Natural History Museum model of a blue
whale, to his abiding love of Moby-Dick, to his adult encounters with the living animals in the
Atlantic Ocean, the acclaimed writer Philip Hoare has been obsessed with whales. The Whale
is his unforgettable and moving attempt to explain why these strange and beautiful animals
exert such a powerful hold on our imagination.
Dwelling: Heidegger, Archaeology, Mortality negotiates the discourses of phenomenology,
archaeology and palaeoanthropology in order to extend the ‘dwelling perspective’, an
approach in the social sciences particularly associated with Tim Ingold and a number of other
thinkers, including Chris Tilley, Julian Thomas, Chris Gosden and Clive Gamble, that
developed out of an engagement with the thought of Martin Heidegger. This unique book deals
with Heidegger’s philosophy as it has been explored in archaeology and anthropology,
seeking to expand its cross-disciplinary engagement into accounts of early humans and death
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awareness. Tonner reads Heidegger’s thought of dwelling in connection to recent
developments in the archaeology of mortuary practice amongst our ancestors. Agreeing with
Heidegger that an awareness of death marks out a distinctive way of ‘being-in-the-world’,
Tonner rejects any relict anthropocentrism in Heidegger’s thought and seeks to break down
simple divisions between humans and pre-humans. This book is ideal for readers wishing to
cross disciplinary boundaries and to challenge anthropocentric thinking in accounts of human
evolution. It would be ideal for professional researchers in the fields covered by the book as
well as for graduate students and advanced undergraduates.

From the author of that classic of modern science writing, A Short History of Nearly
Everything, comes a work of what you might call domestic science: our homes, how
they work, and the fascinating history of how they got that way. Bill Bryson and his
family live in a Victorian parsonage in a part of England where nothing of any great
significance has happened since the Romans decamped. Yet one day, he began to
consider how very little he knew about the ordinary things of life as found in that
comfortable home. To remedy this, he formed the idea of journeying about his house
from room to room to "write a history of the world without leaving home." The bathroom
provides the occasion for a history of hygiene; the bedroom, sex, death, and sleep; the
kitchen, nutrition and the spice trade; and so on, as Bryson shows how each has
figured in the evolution of private life. Whatever happens in the world, he demostrates,
ends up in our house, in the paint and the pipes and the pillows and every item of
furniture.
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Since its publication in 1989, The Human Career has proved to be an indispensable
tool in teaching human origins. This substantially revised third edition retains Richard G.
Klein’s innovative approach while showing how cumulative discoveries and analyses
over the past ten years have significantly refined our knowledge of human evolution.
Klein chronicles the evolution of people from the earliest primates through the
emergence of fully modern humans within the past 200,000 years. His comprehensive
treatment stresses recent advances in knowledge, including, for example, ever more
abundant evidence that fully modern humans originated in Africa and spread from
there, replacing the Neanderthals in Europe and equally archaic people in Asia. With its
coverage of both the fossil record and the archaeological record over the 2.5 million
years for which both are available, The Human Career demonstrates that human
morphology and behavior evolved together. Throughout the book, Klein presents
evidence for alternative points of view, but does not hesitate to make his own position
clear. In addition to outlining the broad pattern of human evolution, The Human Career
details the kinds of data that support it. For the third edition, Klein has added numerous
tables and a fresh citation system designed to enhance readability, especially for
students. He has also included more than fifty new illustrations to help lay readers
grasp the fossils, artifacts, and other discoveries on which specialists rely. With
abundant references and hundreds of images, charts, and diagrams, this new edition is
unparalleled in its usefulness for teaching human evolution.
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500,000 years in the life of a river.
"In the first complete chronological narrative of the species from emergence to
extinction...archaeologist Dimitra Papagianni and science historian Michael Morse have
shaped a gem." —Nature In recent years, the common perception of the Neanderthals
has been transformed, thanks to new discoveries and paradigm-shattering scientific
innovations. It turns out that the Neanderthals’ behavior was surprisingly modern: they
buried the dead, cared for the sick, hunted large animals in their prime, harvested
seafood, and communicated with spoken language. Meanwhile, advances in DNA
technologies are compelling us to reassess the Neanderthals’ place in our own past.
For hundreds of thousands of years, Neanderthals evolved in Europe parallel to Homo
sapiens evolving in Africa, and, when both species made their first forays into Asia, the
Neanderthals may even have had the upper hand. In this important volume, Dimitra
Papagianni and Michael A. Morse compile the first full chronological narrative of the
Neanderthals’ dramatic existence—from their evolution in Europe to their expansion to
Siberia, their subsequent extinction, and ultimately their revival in popular novels,
cartoons, cult movies, and television commercials.
This first-person narrative about an archaeological discovery is rewriting the story of
human evolution. A story of defiance and determination by a controversial scientist, this
is Lee Berger's own take on finding Homo naledi, an all-new species on the human
family tree and one of the greatest discoveries of the 21st century. In 2013, Berger, a
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National Geographic Explorer-in-Residence, caught wind of a cache of bones in a hardto-reach underground cave in South Africa. He put out a call around the world for petite
collaborators—men and women small and adventurous enough to be able to squeeze
through 8-inch tunnels to reach a sunless cave 40 feet underground. With this team of
"underground astronauts," Berger made the discovery of a lifetime: hundreds of
prehistoric bones, including entire skeletons of at least 15 individuals, all perhaps two
million years old. Their features combined those of known prehominids like Lucy, the
famousAustralopithecus, with those more human than anything ever before seen in
prehistoric remains. Berger's team had discovered an all new species, and they called it
Homo naledi. The cave quickly proved to be the richest prehominid site ever
discovered, full of implications that shake the very foundation of how we define what
makes us human. Did this species come before, during, or after the emergence of
Homo sapiens on our evolutionary tree? How did the cave come to contain nothing but
the remains of these individuals? Did they bury their dead? If so, they must have had a
level of self-knowledge, including an awareness of death. And yet those are the very
characteristics used to define what makes us human. Did an equally advanced species
inhabit Earth with us, or before us? Berger does not hesitate to address all these
questions. Berger is a charming and controversial figure, and some colleagues question
his interpretation of this and other finds. But in these pages, this charismatic and
visionary paleontologist counters their arguments and tells his personal story: a rich and
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readable narrative about science, exploration, and what it means to be human.
Who were the first Britons, and what sort of world did they occupy? In A History of
Ancient Britain, much-loved historian Neil Oliver turns a spotlight on the very beginnings
of the story of Britain; on the first people to occupy these islands and their battle for
survival. There has been human habitation in Britain, regularly interrupted by Ice Ages,
for the best part of a million years. The last retreat of the glaciers 12,000 years ago
brought a new and warmer age and with it, one of the greatest tsunamis recorded on
Earth which struck the north-east of Britain, devastating the population and flooding the
low-lying plains of what is now the North Sea. The resulting island became, in time,
home to a diverse range of cultures and peoples who have left behind them some of
the most extraordinary and enigmatic monuments in the world. Through what is
revealed by the artefacts of the past, Neil Oliver weaves the epic story - half a million
years of human history up to the departure of the Roman Empire in the Fifth Century
AD. It was a period which accounts for more than ninety-nine per cent of humankind's
presence on these islands. It is the real story of Britain and of her people.
The story of the origins of the British and the Irish peoples, from the end of the last Ice
Age around 10,000BC to the eve of the Norman Conquest - who they were, where they
came from, and how they related to one another.
Colin Elford's A Year in the Woods is an enthralling journey into the heart of the English
countryside - with a preamble by Craig Taylor. Colin Elford spends his days alone Page 18/23
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alone but for the deer, the squirrels, the rabbits, the birds, and the many other creatures
inhabiting the woods. From the crisp cold of January, through the promise of spring and
the heat of summer, and then into damp autumn and the chill winds of winter, we
accompany the forest-ranger as he goes about his work - stalking in the early morning
darkness, putting an injured fallow buck out of its misery, watching stoats kill a hare,
observing owls, and simply being a part of the outdoors. Colin Elford immerses himself
in the richly diverse and unique landscapes of Britain, existing in rhythm with natural
environments. For fans of Robert Macfarlane's Landmarks, Helen Macdonald's H is for
Hawk orJames Rebanks' A Shepherd's Life, Colin's rare and uplifiting journey will unveil
the true nature and beauty of Britain's countryside. 'This is nature for real . . . Elford
describes woodland wonders in short paragraphs of luminous intensity' Daily Mail 'A
poetic insight in the world of hidden Nature' Countryman 'Stalking sharpens the senses
and there is an almost hallucinatory clarity to Elford's writing' Observer 'Refreshingly
unsentimental. Contains some wonderful descriptions and sentences which are so
profound they demand a second reading' Sunday Express Colin Elford is a forest
ranger on the Dorset/Wiltshire border. Craig Taylor is the author of Return to Akenfield
and One Million Tiny Plays About Britain and the editor of the magazine Five Dials.
The emergence of symbolic culture, classically identified with the European cave paintings of
the Ice Age, is now seen, in the light of recent groundbreaking discoveries, as a complex
nonlinear process taking root in a remote past and in different regions of the planet. In this
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book the archaeologists responsible for some of these new discoveries, flanked by ethologists
interested in primate cognition and cultural transmission, evolutionary psychologists modelling
the emergence of metarepresentations, as well as biologists, philosophers, neuro-scientists
and an astronomer combine their research findings. Their results call into question our very
conception of human nature and animal behaviour, and they create epistemological bridges
between disciplines that build the foundations for a novel vision of our lineage's cultural
trajectory and the processes that have led to the emergence of human societies as we know
them.
This book provides the first analysis and synthesis of the evidence of the earliest inhabitants of
Asia before the appearance of modern humans 100,000 years ago. Asia has received far less
attention than Africa and Europe in the search for human origins, but is no longer considered of
marginal importance. Indeed, a global understanding of human origins cannot be properly
understood without a detailed consideration of the largest continent. In this study, Robin
Dennell examines a variety of sources, including the archaeological evidence, the fossil
hominin record, and the environmental and climatic background from Southwest, Central,
South, and Southeast Asia, as well as China. He presents an authoritative and comprehensive
framework for investigations of Asia's oldest societies, challenges many long-standing
assumptions about its earliest inhabitants, and places Asia centrally in the discussions of
human evolution in the past two million years.
An award-winning archaeologist and journalist chronicles England’s history—as told through
the country’s recent archaeological discoveries. Digging Up Britain traces the history of Britain
through key discoveries and excavations. With British archaeologist Mike Pitts as a guide, this
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book covers the most exciting excavations of the past ten years, gathers firsthand stories from
the people who dug up the remains, and follows the latest revelations as one twist leads to
another. Britain, a historically crowded place, has been the site of an unprecedented number of
discoveries—almost everywhere the ground is broken, archaeologists find evidence that people
have been there before. These discoveries illuminate Britain’s ever-shifting history that we
now know includes an increasingly diverse array of cultures and customs. Each chapter of the
book tells the story of a single excavation or discovery. Some are major digs, conducted by
large teams over years, and others are chance finds, leading to revelations out of proportion to
the scale of the original project. Every chapter holds extraordinary tales of planning, teamwork,
luck, and cutting-edge archaeological science that produces surprising insights into how
people lived a thousand to a million years ago.
This breakthrough book brings science into history to offer a dazzling new vision of humanity
across time. Team-written by leading experts in a variety of fields, it maps events, cultures, and
eras across millions of years to present a new scale for understanding the human body, energy
and ecosystems, language, food, kinship, migration, and more.
Impressive in every sense, this hugely ambitious and assured book takes as its subject the
entire history of the British Isles from the end of the last Ice Age and their physical emergence
as islands all the way down to the Norman Conquest. Barry Cunliffe's magisterial narrative is
abetted by correspondingly high production values, and whilst complex ideas are explained
with admirable clarity, making the book an ideal introduction to Britain's prehistory and early
history, there would be plenty here for the most seasoned professional to enjoy and profit from.
Cunliffe kicks off with an examination of the ways in which our ancestors have conceived the
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distant past, from medieval myths to the dawn of modern archaeology. The remainder of the
book is roughly chronological in structure. Prominent themes include the 'problem of origins',
where Cunliffe's own research has been of such significance (the Celtic from the west
hypothesis is synthesised here with concision and flair), and the importance of communication,
connectivity and cultural transmission is emphasised throughout, with the Channel, the Atlantic
and the North Sea seen as highways linking Britain and Ireland to the continent and building up
an ongoing narrative which is anything but narrowly insular.
“Even-handed, up-to-date, and clearly written. . . . If you want to navigate between the Scylla
and Charybdis of Neanderthal controversies, you’ll find no better guide.” —Brian Fagan, author
of Cro-Magnon In recent years, the common perception of the Neanderthal has been
transformed thanks to new discoveries and paradigm-shattering scientific innovations. It turns
out that the Neanderthals’ behavior was surprisingly modern: they buried the dead, cared for
the sick, hunted large animals in their prime, harvested seafood, and spoke. Meanwhile,
advances in DNA technologies have forced a reassessment of the Neanderthals’ place in our
own past. For hundreds of thousands of years, Neanderthals evolved in Europe very much in
parallel to the Homo sapiens line evolving in Africa, and, when both species made their first
forays into Asia, the Neanderthals may even have had the upper hand. Here, Dimitra
Papagianni and Michael A. Morse look at the Neanderthals through the full dramatic arc of
their existence—from their evolution in Europe to their expansion to Siberia, their subsequent
extinction, and ultimately their revival in popular novels, cartoons, cult movies, and TV
commercials.
Homo Britannicustells the epic history of life in Britain, from man's very first footsteps to the
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present day. Drawing on all the latest evidence and techniques of investigation, Chris Stringer
describes times when Britain was so tropical that man lived alongside hippos and sabre tooth
tiger, times so cold we shared this land with reindeer and mammoth, and times colder still
when we were forced to flee altogether. This is the first time we have known the full extent of
this history- the Ancient Human Occupation of Britain project, led by Chris, has made
discoveries that have stunned the world, pushing back the earliest date of arrival to 700,000
years ago. Our ancestors have been fighting a dramatic battle for survival here ever since.
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